Pathologist 
For Simpson 
Stands Fast 


Expert Witness Says 
Victims Fought Hard 

» V* 

By DAVID MARGOLICK 

LOS ANGELES. Aug. 11 - The 
prosecution today attacked the the- 
ory of an expert witness for 0. J. 
Simpson that the two victims fought 
long and hard for their lives at 875 , 

South Bundy Drive. But the expert, 

Dr. Michael Baden, largely fended v 
off the attack, making frequent ref- # , 
erences to the decades he had spent 
dissecting the mechanics of murder. 

Deputy District Attorney Brian' 
Kelberg tried to re-establish the 
prosecution's account of how the 
crime occurred, which Dr. Baden, 
former chief medical examiner of < 
New York City, disputed: that Nicole 
Brown Simpson was unconscious 
when her throat was fatally slashed ; 
that the killer placed his foot on her 
back when he Inflicted the fatal 
wound, and that Ronald L. Goldman 
also died quickly, before he could 
fight back. 

Dr. Baden, a voluble and good- 
naturedly combative witness, con- 
ceded that the two killings could 
have been accomplished with a sin- 
gle knife, though one with an unusu- 
ally shaped blade. But the thrust of 
his testimony — that the killings 
were too time consuming for Mr. 
Simpson to have committed them — 
remained despite a cross-examina- 
tion that left Judge Lance A. I to 
increasingly annoyed and jurors vis- 
ibly impatient. 

The scarcity of wounds on both 
Mrs. Simpson and Mr. Goldman, Mr. 
Kelberg suggested, proved that they 
had put up little resistance. He tried 
to show that Mr. Goldman could not 
have punched or kicked his assailant 
as Dr. Baden described. And he tried 
to poke holes in Dr. Baden s claim 
that Mr. Goldman could have stood 
and fought for 5 or 10 minutes after 
his jugular vein was cut. 

Dr. Baden based that claim on the 
scant bleeding that he believed re- 
sulted from a number of Mr. Gold- 
man's stab wounds, suggesting that 
the victim's heart had little blood left 
to pump. 

But it was illogical, Mr. Kelberg; 


countered, that an assailant would 
keep stabbing someone after what 
he called a "battle royale," culmi- 
nating in a severed jugular. 

"Murder and struggles are not 
logical, Mr. Kelberg," replied Dr. 
Baden, who says he has performed 
20,000 autopsies. "If they were logi- 
cal, there'd be fewer of them." 

Mr. Kelberg also argued that the 
absence of wounds near Mrs. Simp- 
son’s severed carotid artery belied . 
Dr. Baden’s claim of a struggle. 
Here, as on many occasions, the in- 
tense prosecutor asked Dr. Baden to 
cite something in the forensic litera- 
ture to support his opinion. 

"Human beings are not able to be 
studied like worms," Dr. Baden shot 
back. "We can’t do controlled stud- 
ies of cutting people’s necks." 

Here too, the witness fell back on 
his experience, just as referred on an 
earlier occasion to "my 40 years of 
looking at stomach contents." 

Mr. Kelberg grew exasperated 
with Dr. Baden’s frequent allusions 
to that experience, as well as by the 
confidence with which he recon- 
' structed events he had never seen. 
At one point the prosecutor asked 
Dr. Baden how many murders of the 
sort he was describing he had actual- 
ly witnessed. "Zero," Dr. Baden con- 
ceded. 

In a role-reversal for a defense 
expert and a prosecutor, the witness 
concurred with the man who per- 
formed the autopsy on Mrs. Simp- 
son, Dr. Irwin Golden, who spotted 
no bruise on her back, while Mr. 
Kelberg highlighted Dr. Golden’s un- 
reliability. Dr. Baden even gave the 
much-maligned Dr. Golden a frater- 
nal pal on the back. 

"Look, I don’t want to trash Gold- 
en," said Dr. Baden, who once 
worked for the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations. "He did a 
fine job as far as I am concerned 
because his autopsy is better than 
most autopsies, and that includes the 
autopsy of President Kennedy." 
Judge Ito immediately struck Dr. 
Baden’s answer. 

The pseudo-science of reading ju- 
rors, practiced assiduously through- 
out the Simpson case, yielded mixed 
results today. The jurors, invariably 
described as taking "copious" notes, 
took few today. But it was unclear 
whether they were too interested or 
too bored to write. Eyeballs may be 
as significant as ballpoint pens, and 
most remained trained on Dr. Baden 
for most of his appearance. 

The doctor, who has occupied hun- 
dreds of witness stands, seemed to 
view his appearance as a forensic 
fencing match, and appeared to en- 
joy himself. When Deputy District 
Attorney Marcia Clark sneezed, he 
interrupted himself mid-answer. 
"God bless you," he told her. 




